BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT

In 2001, The Irish Army withdrew their Battalion fr ~om South Lebanon where
they had been since 1978. In their Area of Operatio ns they had a presence in
about twenty five villages. Besides their
primary purpose of peacekeeping, Irish
Soldiers also supplied humanitarian
assistance and Medical facilities. It was
common knowledge throughout the
Irish Area of Operations that the local
economy would suffer when the lIrish
pulled out. As predicted, Lebanese
shops and restaurants closed up. Local
barbers and laundrettes went out of
business. Tailors and local farmers saw S
a serious decline in revenue. This whole matter was an understood
consequence of the Irish pull out.

YOU DON'T JUST DIAL 999 FOR MEDICAL ATTENTION IN SO UTH

LEBANON
While on a trip to Lebanon in December 2005, | met a Lebanese gentleman
named Ayoub Ayash. Ayoub is married to a lady from a village called Rashaf.
Rashaf was in the Irish Area of Operations. | perso  nally served two months of a
six month tour of Duty in Rashaf in 1985.

While talking to Ayoub, he made me aware of a situa tion that has developed
that had not been taken into account. He said that when the children of the
village were bitten by a snake or stung by a scorpi  on, they immediately went to
the Irish Post where the Medic on site treated the casualty. If the injuries were
too great, the Irish Medic took the civilians to th e Irish Batt Doctor or hospital.
When the local people had injuries, sicknesses and infections, again they
reported to the Irish Post where the Medic tendedt  hem or referred them to the
Army Doctor or hospital.

When the Irish Peace Keeping Battalion pulled outo  f South
Lebanon in 2001, the Medical Treatment was the grea test
loss that local village life experienced. Today peo  ple still

get sick, they still break limbs, their children st il get stung

by the scorpion. Today people are dying un-necessar ily or
being left deformed due to lack of immediate medica |
attention. As Ayoub told me, you don't just pick up a phone
in the hills of South Lebanon and dial 999.




